S6972

pause to remember his legacy. Senate
passage of S. 322 will further recognize
his legacy.

| thank the Chair and yield the floor.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and
passed; that the motion to reconsider
be laid upon the table; and that any
statements relating to the bill be
printed at the appropriate place in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 322) was considered read
the third time and passed, as follows:

S. 322

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ADDITION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING
JR. HOLIDAY TO LIST OF DAYS.
Section 6(d) of title 4, United States Code,
is amended by inserting ‘‘Martin Luther
King Jr.’s birthday, third Monday in Janu-
ary;” after ““January 20;”.

REQUESTING THE PRESIDENT TO
RAISE A CERTAIN ISSUE AT THE
G-8 SUMMIT MEETING

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 120, submitted by Sen-
ator ASHCROFT.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 120) requesting that
the President raise the issue of agricultural
biotechnology at the June G-8 Summit
meeting.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to; that the preamble be
agreed to; and that the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

Whereas biotechnology is an increasingly
important tool in helping to meet multiple
agricultural challenges of the 21st century;

Whereas genetically modified crops are
helping to control weeds, insects, and plant
diseases to increase crop yields and farm pro-
ductivity, and to enhance the quality, value,
and suitability of crops for food, fiber, and
other uses;

Whereas agricultural biotechnology prom-
ises environmental benefits by reducing, or
perhaps eliminating, the need for chemical
pesticides, by improving the efficient utiliza-
tion of fertilizer, thereby protecting water
quality, and by conserving topsoil by reduc-
ing the need for tillage;

Whereas in recent years farmers have rap-
idly adopted agricultural biotechnology,
with worldwide acreage of genetically modi-
fied crops growing from 4,300,000 acres in
1996, to 69,500,000 acres in 1998, which is more
than a 16-fold increase;

Whereas American farmers planted biotech
crops on about 38 percent of the soybean
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acreage, 25 percent of the corn acreage, and
45 percent of the cotton acreage, and within
a few years over half of the agricultural
crops grown in this country may be geneti-
cally modified;

Whereas increased agricultural produc-
tivity attained through greater use of bio-
technology, in both developed and devel-
oping countries, holds a great deal of poten-
tial for meeting the nutritional needs of the
world’s population, of which at least
800,000,000 currently suffer from hunger or
malnutrition;

Whereas despite the widespread adoption
and extensive global benefits of bio-
technology, marked differences among coun-
tries in their regulatory approaches are lim-
iting substantially the use of, and trade in,
agricultural biotechnology products;

Whereas an open international trading sys-
tem for products derived from plant and ani-
mal agricultural biotechnology would make
a broad array of improved products more af-
fordable, including agricultural and food
products, pharmaceuticals, and consumer
products such as apparel, paper, cosmetics,
soaps, and detergents;

Whereas because of the importance of
international trade to the strength of the
farm economy and the entire food and agri-
culture sector, any unwarranted restrictions
on trade in biotechnology products could se-
riously disrupt the farm economy and
unjustifiably force farmers to choose be-
tween using agricultural biotechnology and
exporting their production; and

Whereas the threat to agricultural produc-
tion and trade from restrictions on products
derived from modern biotechnology has be-
come serious enough to warrant the atten-
tion of world leaders: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) as the world trading system moves to-
ward a reduction of tariff and nontariff bar-
riers, all countries should work to ensure
that scientifically unfounded new barriers
are not erected;

(2) the President should raise at the June
1999, G-8 Summit the important issues sur-
rounding the use of, and trade in, agricul-
tural biotechnology ; and

(3) as world leaders prepare for a new round
of negotiations on agriculture in the World
Trade Organization, the G-8 Summit is an
appropriate forum to seek a consensus with
the major trading partners of the United
States regarding—

(A) recognition of the global benefits of ag-
ricultural biotechnology, especially in meet-
ing the nutritional needs of millions of peo-
ple in developing countries;

(B) increasing consumer knowledge and un-
derstanding of agricultural biotechnology
and its benefits; and

(C) the adoption of rational, scientifically-
based systems for the regulation of bio-
technology products and for eliminating un-
justified barriers to the use of biotechnology
products in international trade.

AUTHORIZATION OF TESTIMONY
AND LEGAL REPRESENTATION

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 121, submitted earlier
by Senators LOTT and DASCHLE.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 121) to authorize tes-
timony and legal representation in C. Wil-
liam Kaiser v. Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.
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There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, this resolu-
tion concerns a request for testimony
in an administrative proceeding before
the Merit Systems Protection Board.
The appellant alleges that he was ter-
minated from his employment with the
Department of Veterans Affairs unlaw-
fully in retaliation for communications
that entitle him to protected status as
a whistle blower.

This resolution would permit Richard
Lougee, a caseworker on Senator JubD
GREGG’s staff, to testify, with represen-
tation by the Senate Legal Counsel, by
providing an affidavit, and if necessary
appearing at a deposition, about his
communications with the parties to
this matter.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to; that the preamble be
agreed to; and that the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 121

Whereas, in the case of C. William Kaiser
v. Department of Veterans Affairs, Docket
No. BN-0351-99-0110-1-1, pending before the
Merit Systems Protection Board, testimony
has been requested from Richard Lougee, an
employee of Senator Judd Gregg;

Whereas, pursuant to sections 703(a) and
704(a)(2) of the Ethics in Government Act of
1978, 2 U.S.C. 88288b(a) and 288c(a)(2), the
Senate may direct its counsel to represent
employees of the Senate with respect to any
subpoena, order, or request for testimony re-
lating to their official responsibilities;

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under
the control or in the possession of the Senate
may, by the judicial process, be taken from
such control or possession but by permission
of the Senate;

Whereas, when it appears that evidence
under the control or in the possession of the
Senate may promote the administration of
justice, the Senate will take such action as
will promote the ends of justice consistently
with the privileges of the Senate: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That Richard Lougee is author-
ized to testify in the case of C. William Kai-
ser v. Department of Veterans Affairs, except
concerning matters for which a privilege
should be asserted.

Sec. 2. The Senate Legal Counsel is author-
ized to represent Richard Lougee in connec-
tion with the testimony authorized in second
one of this resolution.
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REPORTING OF COMMITTEE
FUNDING RESOLUTIONS

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 122, submitted earlier
today by Senators MCCONNELL and
DoDD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The
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The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 122) authorizing re-
porting of committee funding resolutions for
the period October 1, 1999 through February
28, 2001.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to; that the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table; and that
any statements relating to this resolu-
tion be printed at the appropriate place
in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to, as follows:

Resolved, That notwithstanding paragraph
9 of rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the
Senate—

(1) not later than July 15, 1999, each com-
mittee shall report 1 resolution authorizing
the committee to make expenditures out of
the contingent fund of the Senate to defray
its expenses, including the compensation of
members of its staff, for the period October
1, 1999 through February 28, 2001; and

(2) the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration may report 1 authorization resolu-
tion containing more than 1 committee au-
thorization resolution for the period October
1, 1999 through February 28, 2001.
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ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, JUNE 15,
1999

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand in adjournment until 11 a.m. on
Tuesday, June 15. | further ask unani-
mous consent that on Tuesday, imme-
diately following the prayer, the Jour-
nal of proceedings be approved to date,
the morning hour be deemed to have
expired, and the time for the two lead-
ers be reserved for their use later in
the day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Further, | ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate stand in
recess, immediately following the 2
hours of debate on S. 96, until 2:15 p.m.
for the weekly policy conferences to
meet.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, for
the information of all Senators, on
Tuesday, the Senate will convene at 11
a.m., and by previous consent imme-
diately begin 2 hours of debate on S. 96,
the Y2K legislation. Following that de-
bate, the Senate will stand in recess for
the weekly party conferences to meet.
At 2:15 p.m., when the Senate recon-
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venes, a series of stacked votes will
occur. The first votes in order will be
to complete the Y2K legislation. Fol-
lowing disposition of that bill, a clo-
ture vote on the Social Security
lockbox issue will occur. If cloture is
not invoked on the lockbox legislation,
a cloture vote on H.R. 1664, regarding
steel, oil, and gas appropriations, will
be in order; further, if cloture is not in-
voked on H.R. 1664, it is the intention
of the leader to resume debate on the
energy and water appropriations bill. It
is hoped that this appropriations bill
can be completed by tomorrow evening.

As a reminder, a cloture motion to
the House-passed Social Security
lockbox legislation was filed today.
Therefore, that cloture vote will take
place on Wednesday, 1 hour after the
Senate convenes, unless there is a
unanimous consent agreement to
change that time.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 11 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, | now ask unanimous
consent that the Senate stand in ad-
journment under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:48 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday,
June 15, 1999, at 11 a.m.
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